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Drew: Editor's Note
Joseph Drew
EDITOR'S NOTE
During my tenure as Editor-in-Chief of the Review, I have been trying to advocate for the civilizationalists, that is, for the profession followed by those who engage in the comparative study of civilizations.
While there are those who might see this as a dead or dying, dusty and
irrelevant field, I see it quite the contrary. To me, it is a discipline
which is increasingly relevant and of value to the understanding of contemporary issues.
However, we should move from study, alone, to application.
All basic science is useful, and there is value in study per se.
Certainly, the field of comparative civilizations is so extensive that
there is room for a lifetime of reading and theorizing in it. It is fun to
study about civilizations, ancient and modem, and surely all of us
delight in learning new facts about them. We are especially happy
when we come across ideas or concepts in the field which will serve as
tools for us, the bases for theories we can spin to explain the concept of
civilizations and facilitate the analysis of civilizations. As comparativists, we want to learn all we can so that we can understand better and
explain more trenchantly how mankind has developed civilizations and
also so that we can discover what events led to differentiation and specialization in the history of humanity.
But basic science alone may also be dry, secco. It is the use of the
science that really counts. The application of what we have learned to
the solution of problems should be the goal of most of us. And, anyway, as deTocqueville pointed out in the tenth chapter of Democracy in
America, Volume 2, those of us who are "Americans are more addicted
to practical than to theoretical science."
"Those who cultivate the sciences among a democratic people are
always afraid of losing their way in visionary speculation. They mistrust systems; they adhere closely to facts and study facts with their own
senses."
Further, he writes:
"In America the purely practical part of science is admirably understood, and careful attention is paid to the theoretical portion which is
immediately requisite to application."
One of the greatest American sociologists of the last century, in the
judgment of a great many observers, and not only those who were associated with Columbia University or the New School for Social
Research, was Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld. More than many others, he was
interested in the practical applications of social science. One of his
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greatest works was entitled The Uses of Sociology. When he served as
president of the American Sociological Association, he worked diligently to encourage others to do the quintessentially American work: find
the practical applications arising from a hitherto theoretical social science.
And, so, I have tried to encourage all of us in the field of comparative civilizations to consider the applicability of our work to contemporary life. Do you think it isn't possible? On the contrary, I maintain:
there are many ways this can be done, and I think many will have suggestions to offer as we apply the comparative study of civilizations to
real and burning current world conflicts.
One angle I hope to push at a forthcoming meeting in Istanbul of
the International Studies Association has to do with the value of civilizational analysis for other fields today - more particularly, the merit of
employing the use of the unit known as "civilization" so as to advance
the study of, and then the working of, democracy. Democracy as a term
is traditionally tied in directly with the nation state. It doesn't have to
be so.
The word "democracy" arises from the Greek, "demos" for "people" and "ocracy" for government or rule. Rule by the people. The
Greeks did not mean democracy to imply what we do today. Thus, for
Aristotle in his famous six-celled chart, it was rule by the poor and the
ignorant, who governed in their own interest. For Pericles, as the late
author and political scientist Neal Riemer once summarized it, democracy at its best implied rule by the many, equal justice, excellence,
opportunity, public reverence for the laws, citizen interest and involvement in public affairs, and sound judgment.
But democracy, in its modern sense, has come increasingly to
imply a condition or process that resides within the nation state. A leading philosopher of the rights of states, Jean Bodin, dealt pre-eminently
with the concept of sovereignty. Absolute power to make or alter laws
rested with the sovereign, he argued, and this was the relatively new
entity, the state. Many argue that the major real impetus for the rise of
the state was the Treaty of Westphalia, establishing a legal basis for state
sovereignty and gaining acceptance by many of Europe's leaders.
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and many others opined on the subject down
through the years, but the existence of the modern state, the nation state,
certainly blossomed with the end of the medieval period. And democracy, rule by the people, was seen within the context of the nation state,
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/ccr/vol52/iss52/2
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the country.
I have always asserted that (1) the United Nations is an association
of one class of members, states, and (2) human rights affect all people,
regardless of location or type of governmental structure. These two,
I've told my classes, might be predicted to come into conflict at some
point.
The essence of the United Nations, an organization devoted to supporting peace between nations, that is, states, is stated clearly in Article
2 of the Charter. The first paragraph states that the UN is "based on the
principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members." The fourth paragraph states that "all members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent
with the Purposes of the United Nations." The seventh paragraph states
that the United Nations itself cannot "intervene in matters which are
essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state" nor is the
organization authorized "to require the Members to submit such
(domestic) matters to settlement under the present Charter."
In other words, democracy has developed as an idea found within
states and the members of the United Nations, as well as the organization itself, must refrain from interference in the domestic affairs of other
countries. The United Nations is a voluntary association of states,
moreover, and although the Charter contains military and enforcement
provisions that were intended to be used, these have rarely been
invoked.
True, since the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
has been adopted by the United Nations. Unfortunately, there is no
enforcement mechanism for human rights on any level above the state
level. States typically don't take much notice of UN resolutions on
freedom or human rights; they don't have to. While it is true that the
U.N. has created a Human Rights Commission, the membership is at the
state level - one that can ignore human rights with impunity.
Furthermore, the agency has brought discredit upon itself by serving as
a weapon for propaganda rather than supporting human rights. The
Durban World Conference Against Racism several years ago was a disgraceful exercise in Israel and US bashing, and the bashing was done by
states with abysmal human rights records.
The result is that human rights, liberty, freedom of expression, freedom of mobility, equality between men and women, respect for minorPublished by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2005
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ity rights, tolerance, the rule of law, the right of women to life, freedom
of speech, freedom of religion - all the elements we in the West tend to
associate with democracy - are cavalierly ignored by rulers and elites in
many lands. Moreover, the vast disparity in wealth amongst UN member states, between people who live in the developed and those who live
in the developing world, has continued for many years, rendering the
association of state democracy with liberty and progress irrelevant all
too often.
Clearly, the United Nations has many merits, but neither ensuring
real democratic rule within its membership nor protecting human rights
globally are not on of the list of such merits. "For these reasons, among
others, I look forward to the discussions at our next ISCSC annual conference on the elements which should go into the building of a modern
nation state."
But my main theoretical argument is that democracy does not have
to be thought of as existing solely within a country or state. The rule of
the people could mean the right of the people in many locations to
address a wide panoply of issues regardless of what governments may
assert and regardless of where political borders happen to fall. People
may wish to be involved in human rights, and in helping humanity, in
other countries; to regulate multinational corporations that directly
affect their daily lives; to enhance the quality of life for all, regardless
of country of residence.
It is here that civilizations provide a unit of analysis within which
we can see people operate. Civilizations may span continents and countries. Some members of this association say there is only one civilization on earth today; however, in his book The Clash of Civilizations,
Samuel Huntington maintains there are many civilizations today and
that some of these are in conflict. Certainly, if we want to examine
democracy and if we want to expand the power of democracy as a
process or as a set of institutions, we can separate it from its three-centuries-old moorings at the state level and use it as a heuristic device with
great utility. If democracy can be seen as operating at a civilizational
level, then perhaps human rights will not be a term without a home.
This is one example of what I mean by the uses and applicability of
the comparative study of civilizations. We have a valuable unit of
analysis and discourse. There are practical benefits for analysis and for
application which might flow from using the unit "civilization." Let us
present these benefits where we can.
I look forward to seeing many colleagues, civilizationalists all, at4
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the next meeting in Minnesota. It's a great state, and, take it from me,
those of us who work in red states look forward to the pleasant
ambiance of a blue state.
Joseph Drew
Manassas, Virginia

As this issue was going to press, we at the Comparative
Civilizations Review were apprised of the untimely death of one of
our most active and longtime colleagues.
Stedman Noble's daughter wrote in to say that Sted had passed
away February 8, 2005. If you wish to send her a note, her address is:
Allison N. Petro, 30 Helme Road, Kingston, RI 02881-1812.
In his honor we would like to run remembrances in the next issue.
I would like to invite all Sted's friends to write in with stories; as
many of them as feasible will be carried in the fall issue.
Sorry to be the conveyor of such sad news.
We will all miss Stedman Noble, a significant comparative civilizationist and contemporary.
Joseph Drew
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